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PAGE 01 MANILA 15467 290724Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 SCS-03 ISO-OO H-01 /017W 

081749 290948Z/14 

R 290657Z SEP 77 
FM AMEMBASSY MANILA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5844 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MANILA 15467 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: CASC, RP (MERRELL, MRS. DAVID) 

SUBJECT: WAV: MRS. DAVID MERRELL 

REF: STATE 228084 

1 . CONGRESSMAN JAMES COLLINS INTERESTED. 

2. MRS. MERRELL, BEING A FILIPINA, IS SUBJECT TO PAY TRAVEL TAX 
IMPOSED BY GOP EFFECTIVE 9/1/77. UNTIL TAX IS REDUCED OR ABO- 
LISHED BY PRESIDENTIAL DECREE, EMBASSY SEES NO ALTERNATIVE 
SINCE MRS. MERRELL DOES NOT COME UNDER ANY OF FOUR EXEMPT 
CATEGORIES. 

3. PRESIDENT MARCOS HAS DIRECTED PUBLIC HEARINGS ON TRAVEL 
TAX DUE TO ADVERSE PUBLIC OPINION. THE BUSINESS SECTOR SEEKING 
REDUCTION OF TAX AND IT IS LIKELY HEARINGS WILL RESULT IN 

THIS ACTION. 

4. AMERICAN RED CROSS AT SUBIC ATTEMPTED CONTACT MRS. 
MERRELL AT LAST ADDRESS KNOWN TO EMBASSY BUT MRS. MERRELL 
WAS UNKNOWN. 
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